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By the end of 1792 the French Kevolution had made great progress, and all the sovereigns of Europe, dreading to see the new principles introduced into their states, began to take severe measures towards Frenchmen. Augereau has often told me that during his stay in Portugal he had never .said or done anything which could alarm the Government; nevertheless he was arrested and imprisoned by the Inquisition. He had lain some months in prison, when Madame Augereau saw one day a ship enter the port with a tricolour flag; she went on board and handed to the captain a letter informing the French Government of her husband's arbitrary arrest. The French skipper did not belong to the navy, but nevertheless he went boldly to the Portuguese Ministers, -claimed his compatriot who was detained by the Inquisition, and on their refusal to give him up declared war upon them in the name of France. Whether it was that the Portuguese were frightened or that they understood the injustice of their .action, Augereau was released, and with his wife returned to Havre in the brave skipper's vessel.
On arriving in Paris Augereau was promoted captain and sent to La Vendee. There, by his advice and his courage, he saved the army of the incapable General Ronsin, earning thereby the rank of major. Sick of fighting against Frenchmen, he asked permission to go to the Pyrenees, and was sent to the camp at Toulouse, then commanded by my father, who, struck with the way in which he performed his duty, got him the post of divisional-adjutant with colonel's rank and showed him much kindness, which Augereau never forgot. As general he distinguished himself in the wars in Spain and in Italy, especially at Castiglione. On the eve of this battle the French army was surrounded on all sides, and in a very critical position. Bonaparte, who was commanding in chief, summoned a council of war, for the only time in his life. All the generals, even Massena, were in favour of retreating, until Augereau, pointing out the way of escaping from the difficulty, ended by saying: * Were you all to go, I shall remain, and with my division shall attack the enemy at daybreak.3 Bonaparte, struck by Augereau's arguments, said,n a very short distance of Potsdam. him a very good post in. then hostilities.
